Thyroxine-binding globulin, the highest affinity thyroid hormone binder of rat serum, was studied during 28 
ledged as widely distributed among mammals, including rodents (2) . Human and rat TTRs have been extensively studied as nutritional markers and shown in both species to respond by rapid and sensitive decreases to various malnutrition states (3, 4 (12) . In the young adult, the TBG gene is virtually mute, but can be readily reacti¬ vated by a number of endocrine manipulations, among which experimental hypothyroidism has been particu¬ larly well documented (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) .
Here we have used the immunological and molecular biology tools that we have developed for the identifica¬ tion and quantification of rat TBG (11, 16) The ER group received the control diet, but restricted to 60% of the food intake of the C group. In the ER group, food was given after 17.00 in order to minimize mealfeeding effects (18) (19) .
TBG and TTR assay
The two thyroid hormone binding proteins, TBG and TTR, were purified from rat sera and the corresponding specific antibodies were raised in rabbits, as described in detail elsewhere (11, 20) . Their serum concentrations were measured by the rocket electroimmunodiffusion technique (21) .
Equilibrium binding studies
The thyroid hormone binding activities of the sera were measured by gel equilibration, as described (10) (10, 11) , experimental hypothyroidism (15) , and unlike its lesser influence on serum binding activities in turpen¬ tine-induced acute inflammation of neonates (24) or during non-pathological senescence (12) . While admin- 
